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We have moved...
1 Market Place, Wallingford, OX10 0EG

01491 824470
info@hb-pm.co.uk

February 2023
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Contract and Domestic Flooring Specialists
20 St. Martin’s Street

Wallingford
Oxon. OX10 0AL

Tel: 01491 833701
Free estimates

Interior design service | Fabrics | Wallpaper
10 St Mary’s St Wallingford
www.aspainteriors.co.uk aspa_interiors

Interior design service | Fabrics | Wallpaper
10 St Mary’s St Wallingford

www.aspainteriors.co.uk      aspa_interiors
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Editor: Naomi Reddyhoff
info@windowonwallingford.co.uk
Marketing, Accounts & Administration: Jessica Dovey 
jess@windowonwallingford.co.uk
Distribution: Naomi Reddyhoff
info@windowonwallingford.co.uk

Cover photo:  Photo of alpaca at Bishops Court Farm, 
Dorchester

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information 
printed in the magazine, the Editor and \Publisher do not accept 
any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may 
occur. Material published in the Window on Wallingford 
Magazine is copyright, but normally the Editor will be pleased to 
grant permission for it to be reproduced, if asked on each occa-
sion. The opinions published in this magazine are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, Publisher or WoW. 

Adverts will continue to run unless cancelled.

@windowonwallingford

@window_on_wallingford

To advertise in Window on Wallingford please 
contact us on: info@windowonwallingford.co.uk

Adverts:
Must be sent in JPEG or PDF formats in their 
highest quality.

Advert sizes:
95 mm x 53 mm
95 mm x 110 mm
192 mm x 50 mm
210 mm x 297 mm
210 mm x 148 mm

Articles:
Supplied in MS word. Please provide any photos or 
images including logos separately (jpeg files) that 
you would like in your article. 

Deadline date to submit:  8th February

Hello Everyone. 

Welcome (or should that be WOWcome?) to February’s edition of Window 
on Wallingford.

This month on page 5 the Mayor Cllr Marcus Harris gives us an update 
of Wallingford Town Council news.

It’s a Busy Spring at The Wallingford Bookshop! See page 5.

Meanwhile, if you are planning a spring clean and want to sell your 
second hand bike whilst also helping a local charity you can find out 
more on page 7. 

On page 7, Homebase Property have moved location and look 
forward to welcoming you to their new office.

Talking of moving,  AGE UK, The Young at Heart Club are moving to a 
new venue in Wallingford, find out where on page 10.

Wallingford Volunteer Drivers are recruiting, could you help? page 15.

If you are looking for some Bordeaux-fuelled-inspiration Grape Minds 
(page 19) have a special offer for all you WOW readers! 

Happy New Year – if it’s not too late to say that! 

Chris xx

Thank you to all of you who replied with lovely photos to Naomi’s re-
quest ...you can see a selection on page 17.
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5WINDOW ON WALLINGFORD

Message from the Mayor
Well what a year! We started 2022 as we finished 2021 with the threat of
Covid hanging over us and as the year unfolded, that started to recede to 
something more manageable but has yet still taken its toll on us all. 
With this disruption, my Councillor colleagues offered me the chance to remain as Mayor for another year which I 
have enjoyed greatly and which concludes in May when we have full Town Council elections.

This year has seen us reshape the way our Council operates and start to lay the ground work for redeveloping the Regal, 
refurbishing the Town Hall and supporting the Bull Croft Working Party to build an exciting new play area, pavilion and 
steps/bridges that protect our historic ramparts in the Bull Croft.

In the last 18 months the new Town Clerk has reorganised and built an amazing team to work on Community, Tourism, Business 
Development, Parks & Estates, Meetings, Grant Applications, Administration, Finance, Events, Town Information and a lot more. 
I hope in 2023 you will find us even more open to conversations about how this town progresses, celebrates, works and plays. 

There are elections in May next year and we are keen to attract a good selection of residents to stand for office. If you have a 
view on how this town should be run or how we spend your money then why not come along and see what it’s all about? 

Town Council is a purely voluntary, non-political group of residents who give a minimum of one Monday a month to town 
matters, although there is a lot more to do if anyone fancies a challenge. Wallingford elects 16 councillors every four years 
and one of those becomes Mayor for the year. We are planning an open day in the new year where you can meet some of 
the existing councillors and see if it might be something for you. 

In the meanwhile, on behalf of all the Wallingford Town team and Councillors, may I take this opportunity to wish you a all a 
very  prosperous and peaceful 2023. 

Cllr Marcus Harris (Mayor of Wallingford)

It’s a Busy Spring at The Wallingford Bookshop!
Spring is traditionally ‘a time of plans and projects,’* and the bookshop is no exception. We have lots of fun planned!

Book Club 
Our friendly book club takes place on the last Monday of each month at the wonderful Wallingford Tearoom. Oxford author, 
Simon Mason, joined us on 30th January to discuss A Killing in November and its sequel, The Broken Afternoon, which is 
published on 2nd February. Our next meeting is on Monday 27th February, when we’ll be discussing Leviathan, by Rosie 
Andrews, Historical fiction with just a touch of gothic magic, perfect for those dark February evenings. Pop into the shop to 
find out more, or to pick up your copy of the book with some goodies!

A Complicated Matter - Event with Anne Youngson in March (Date TBC)
Anne Youngson is the author of the Costa First Book Award-shortlisted Meet Me at the Museum; BBC Radio Book Club pick, 
Three Women and a Boat; and the story collection, The Six Who Came to Dinner. Her new novel A Complicated Matter, is 
an astonishly wry, observational tale of Rose Dunbar, who is evacuated from McPhail’s Passage in Gibraltar to Kensington’s 
Grand Palace Hotel in1939. Thrown into a foreign country in the midst of war, Rose has to find her own way and discover 
where she truly belongs. This will be ticketed event. Anne will talk about the role Gibraltar played in the war, and the inspira-
tion behind her book, and is happy to answer questions and sign copies of this beautiful meditation on what it takes to find 
our place in the world. Pop in or email us to book tickets and reserve your place.

World Book Day – 2nd March
It’s time for us to draw straws to find out which lucky team member gets to construct the World Book Day cardboard book-
shelf (which is the cause of much mithering from the team to much amusement of many of our customers). We’re looking 
forward to visiting some wonderful local schools this year to run book fairs and chat to pupils about the amazing World 
Book Day books (and of course books in general). We’ll also be swapping World Book Day tokens for Word Book Day books 
in the shop, so pop in with your token and pick up a little magic!

*Leo Tolstoy – Anna Karenina
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FEET FIRST
21 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford
Contact Gary on: 01491 825224

SHOE
REPAIRS ENGRAVING KEY

CUTTING

WATCHSTRAPS
BATTERIES

STITCHING
REPAIRS

TRAVEL GOODS
LUGGAGE

A.G.CURTAIN 
DESIGN LTD 

BEAUTIFUL 
CURTAINS, BLINDS 

& 
SOFT FURNISHINGS 

01491 834238 

Made Exclusively For Your Home 
Bespoke Curtains & Soft Furnishings 

• 15 years serving clients in South Oxfordshire
• 1,000’s of design lead fabrics to choose from
• Expert making and fitting service 
• Curtains & Soft Furnishings
• Poles – tracks – finials & tie backs 
• Cushions - lamp shades & headboards 
• Made to order promptly & efficiently 
• Free measure & quotation service

Blinds & Shutters 
Modern & Contemporary 

• Wooden & Venetian 
• Roller & Vertical
• Perfect fit & Faux Wood
• Made to fit your windows 
• Inside & Outside recess fit
• Manual & Remote controls
• For all rooms in your home 

or business 

VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE AT 3 ST, PETERS PLACE, WALLINGFORD, OXON. OX10 0BG 

www.agcurtaindesign.com 

Funerals / Weddings /call or click and collect / national orders

1 Ayres Yard, Station Road, Wallingford, Oxon OX10 0JZ
T: 01491 838005   E: wallingfordflowers@gmail.com
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Homebase Property look 
forward to welcoming you 

all to our new office.
Hopefully you have seen our signage in the window over 

the last few months. It has taken longer than anticipated to get 
the works carried out, but we are finally in and up and running.  

1 Market Place, Wallingford OX10 0EG

We are very excited to have 1 Market Place as our new home 
especially as it has been left empty for so many years 

Whether you are an new or existing customer, or just 
want to pop your head in to say hi! we look forward 

welcoming you soon.

1 Market Place, Wallingford OX10 0EG 
www.homebaseproperty.co.uk

We are looking for any donations for our Massive Secondhand Bike Sale on Sunday May 14th 2023 as part of 
Wallingford Car Rally. If you have a bike that you would like to donate then please contact me and I will arrange to 

have it collected from you. We accept children’s and adult bikes, scooters, bike accessories, wheeled toys etc. 

If you have a bike you would like to sell then bring it along to the Kinecroft on the morning between 
9.00am and 10.30am. You will get 75% of the selling price and The Treehouse School will get 25% if it sells. 

If it doesn’t sell it costs you nothing. If you are looking to buy a bike put the date in your diary! 
More details from joryman@btinternet.com • 07747801264

Secondhand Bike Sale

HENLEY AND DISTRICT STAMP CLUB
Spring is starting and the days are getting longer. At the Henley stamp club, we are preparing for our annual auction where 

you will be able to obtain fantastic material. This year we can proudly announce that we have over 800 lots of excellent quality. 
Come along to our preview meeting on February 22nd 2023 for what will be auctioned on March 8th.

To learn more about stamps and postal history why not visit us at Bix one Wednesday evening? 
You can then meet people who find postal history and the story of stamps fascinating too.

Wednesday 8th. February – We have a guest speaker to show aspects of “Tasmania”
Wednesday 22nd. February – Pre-view evening for the auction on the 8th. March evening.

Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at Bix Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.
Visitors and new members are very welcome.

Further details can be obtained by phoning Brian on 01491 681739 or on our website www.henleyphilatelic.org.uk
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Fullers Road, Aston Tirrold,
Oxfordshire OX11 9EN

At Chequers Garage we look after our customers as well 
as their cars. That’s why we have courtesy cars, offer local 
collection and delivery, explain your invoice in plain English 
and every car is washed before it is 
returned - not only will your car run 
well, it will look great too!

info@chequers-garagedidcot.co.uk 
www.chequers-garagedidcot.co.uk

CHEMISTRY TUITION - JASMINA HARRISON

Chemistry tutoring by a highly experienced
former Head of Department at a local 
independent secondary school

Tuition at secondary level including GCSE, A level & IB
Offering personalised tuition at my home in Dorchester or can visit 
students in Dorchester, Benson, Wallingford and Goring areas.
In person and online.
Skilled in building confident students at all levels of Chemistry, 
enabling them to achieve their potential.

07753816716 • jasmina@rwhconsulting.uk

FREE COLLECTION or we can provide a COURTESY CAR
Call 01491 836017 • 01491 836022 • 07342 630396

email info@jimpink.co.uk   www.jimpink.co.uk

• 4 Wheel Laser Tracking
• Air Con Servicing (Inc.R1234YF type)
• Air Conditioning Regas from £69 inc VAT
• Diagnostics
• Tyres fitted at very competitive prices
• We now have a fully qualified technician    
   to work on Hybrid/Electric Cars

• Free Battery Check
• Free Light Check
• Free Antifreeze Check
• Annual Service
• Batteries from £49.95
  + VAT Fitted Free
• MOT testing

HYBRID/ELECTRIC SPECIALISTS

JIM PINK
Service Centre and Car Sales

15 Wood Street, Wallingford OX10 0AY

15 years experience 
Massage - Facial - Shellac - Ear Piercing - Waxing - Pedicure and more

Contact Lucy to make an appointment 
07590983370 

pure_elegance@hotmail.co.uk
www.pureelegancebeauty.co.uk

10% OFF 
a treatment 

with this 
advert

Wallingford Methodist Church
St Leonard’s Square, OX10 8AS

Sunday Worship 10.30 am
EVERYONE WELCOME

The resumption of other activities is planned
Please check the notice boards outside the church for details
or the website www.wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact our minister, Rev. Jocelyn Bennett, with any enquiries.

Tel 01235 813242 email jocelynbennett@methodist.org.uk

EST 1974 Family Run Business

Telephone: 01491 836974

www.tomcottrelllandscapes.com
Email: tomcottrelllandscapes@gmail.com

Orchard Cottage, High Road, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Nr Wallingford, Oxon OX10 0PS

All tree aspects - Dave Cottrell

Felling • Reducing • Reshaping 
• Thinning, Removal • Pollarding 

• Shrub & Tree Pruning • Dead Wood 
• Removal Hedge Management 

• Stump Grinding

Garden & Landscaping Services
Turfing • Hedge & Grass Cutting 

• Planting • Fencing • Patios 
• General Garden Maintenance 

• Garden Renovation & Construction 
• Woodchip Mulch 

• Seasoned Logs & Kindling Wood

Join us online
Every Sunday @ 17:00 
20 min message

We invite you to hear a short message 
from the Bible, available from the comfort 
of your own home. 

To watch live:
Zoom ID: 491 229 776

Passcode: 316

Not able to join on a Sunday – catch up on demand:

@Wallingford Christian Assembly

@GodsGoodNews (God’s Good News for 
South Oxfordshire)

Wallingford Christian Assembly 
www.wallingfordchristianassembly.org.uk

Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God (Romans10:17, the Bible)

Wallingford Christian Assembly       
brings you:

A message of Hope from the Bible
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High Steward of Wallingford’s Award for Community Service 

As High Steward of Wallingford I am delighted to request nominations for an award that recognises 
the outstanding contribution made by an individual or an organisation in establishing, maintaining 
and promoting the highest standards of community service in Wallingford.

The individual or organisation must be able to demonstrate that they have made an outstanding contribution which benefits 
residents and the community of Wallingford.  They need not themselves live or be based in Wallingford, but the benefit from 
their work should be shown for a sustained period in the town. Nominations should describe how the nominee has addressed 
values such as (but not exclusively); helping the disadvantaged, promoting inclusivity and participation in community life, 
and supporting Wallingford as a town which encourages vibrant community activities.

Nominations should, as far as possible, be from a member of the public independent of the person/organisation being 
nominated, but where this is not practicable, the person making the nomination must make clear their relationship to the 
nominee. Self-nominations are not allowed. A nomination statement should be no longer than 500 words and may contain 
referees. Where referees are included, it is the responsibility of the person making the nomination to ensure that permission 
has been obtained from the referees for them to be contacted.

Nominations should be posted to the Town Council at 8a Castle Street, Wallingford OX10 8DL or sent by email to 
senioradmin@wallingfordtowncouncil.gov.uk, In both cases they should be clearly marked ‘For the attention of the 
High Steward’.

This is an annual award. For the 2022 award, nominations are requested by Monday 3rd April 2023 and the winner will be 
notified by Tuesday 2nd May 2023.
         Ken Lester

Sign up for low-cost broadband – Citizens Advice tip
Citizens Advice Henley has expressed concern that people in need are not taking advantage 
of cheap broadband and mobile phone schemes set up specially to help them. 

Loosely termed “social tariffs” or “essential broadband”, these schemes are discounted deals 
intended for those on Universal Credit, Pension Credit, Employment and Support Allowance, 
and some other benefits.

Statistics show that only 1.2% of those eligible to register for these low tariffs have done so, although they could 
save over £100 a year.

Social tariffs are provided in the same way as normal phone and Internet packages, but at a lower price. Network providers 
liaise with the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) to ascertain customers’ eligibility, and the DWP is required to pro-
vide only the necessary information, so that personal information remains safe.

At the time of writing, not all telecom companies offer social tariffs but it is possible for those who qualify to switch to a 
supplier that does provide them. The usual fees for switching contracts, leaving a contract early or terminating them have in 
many cases been scrapped for those on benefits who qualify for these tariffs – but check with your supplier to make sure. 

More information is available on the Citizens Advice website www.citizensadvice.org.uk or you can call 
Adviceline on 0808 278 7907. You can also go to www.gov.uk and search for “cheaper broadband” or to 
www.ofcom.org.uk (search “social tariffs”). 

Scout Christmas Postal Service 2022
Thank you to all that kept us busy delivering your local cards. We had 

another successful year delivering over 2500 cards and raising over £1000 to 
be shared by the local groups involved. We look forward to providing 

the service next Christmas. 

Very best wishes for 2023 from all of us at 2nd Wallingford Scouts.
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Riverside Repair Café, Saturday 18th February, 10am-1pm
 
If you have something broken or needing repair, and would like help learning 
how to repair it*, you are welcome to bring it to the third Riverside Repair Café, 
Saturday 18th February, 10am-1pm, in the garden of Eastgate House, 1 High Street, 
Wallingford. Access is via the Green Door opposite the Boat House pub, just next to 
Wallingford Bridge. Volunteer repairers will be there rain or shine to help you with
your repairs: Woodwork, Sewing, Sharpening, Bicycles, Small Electricals, China, 
etc. Light refreshments available. The garden allows plenty of space for social 
distancing and gazebos let us get on with the repairs rain or shine.
 

www.facebook.com/groups/RiversideRepairCafe
 

* Have something fixed that would otherwise go to landfill and learn a new skill at the same time. 
Please note all repairers/teachers are volunteers, so all repairs are free, but with no guarantees of success. 

British Modern Military History Society 
Village Hall in Woodcote starting at 7.30pm.    

Admission is £8 and includes the talk, light refreshments and snacks.  
There will also be a raffle.   

A donation to a military charity of our speaker’s choice is made from each talk.    

To book a place at the talks email us on info@bmmhs.org    

Wed 15th February 2023 7.30pm
SBS – Silent Warriors.  

Speaker Saul David - Historian/author

Zoom Talk
Wed 7th February 2023  7.30pm

Swordfish in the Battle of the Atlantic.  Speaker Tudor Rees

To register for Zoom talks, email us on zoom@bmmhs.org  A donation of £5 is requested for each Zoom talk.  

Details of all Zoom talks and how to make payment can be found on www.bmmhs.org

The Young at Heart club are moving to a new venue in the dining room at 
the back of the Dolphin Pub, 2 St Mary’s Street, Wallingford. Our last meet-
ing at the Masonic Hall in Goldsmith’s Lane where the club has been for many 
years, will be on 14th February. We would like to say Thank you very much to 
the Masonic Hall committee for hosting us. 

The Dolphin pub has been supporting the club for the last few years by hosting 
our Christmas lunch, providing staff at the Jubilee party we held in the summer 
and serving tea and coffee for the club members every month. They have now 
offered us a lovely room in which to meet, chat and be entertained in and we 
will be moving there from 14th March. 

Why not come along and join in – we meet 2.00- 4.00pm for an hour of a speaker or entertainer, have a break for tea/coffee 
and a chat and then finish with a raffle and Bingo. We are a friendly group who welcome new people over the age of 50. 
It’s pay as you go, £3.50 and we meet once a month on the second Tuesday of the month. Hope you can join us!

If you would like any further information, please ring Rachel Poole, Age UK Oxfordshire on 07827 235460.

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB WE ARE MOVING!
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LANCE THOMPSON
FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE

For All Your Decorating Needs • Call For A Free Estimate

07780 221950
lance.sunshine@btopenworld.com   •   www.sunshinedecorating.co.uk

FULLY INSURED   I   CHOLSEY, OXON

@sunshinedecorator @sunshine_pd

For details of other activities, including mid-week prayer & house
groups, please contact our minister, Rev. Katherine Pickering

Telephone:  01235 813242

Thursdays 10- 30- 12. 00    Call in for coffee and a chat

St Leonard’s Square

www.wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk

Quakers
Are you interested in exploring a di�erent  spiritual path?

As Quakers we help each other as we live our lives,
guided by experience rather than doctrine.

Come and �nd out
Sundays 10.30 am  

Quaker Meeting House, 13 Castle Street, Wallingford
Website: midthamesquakers.org.uk

Do you, or a loved one, require 
support at home?

Q1Care prides itself in offering ‘high quality’ home 
care to enable people to stay safe and independent 
at home. We offer as much, or as little, support as 

required. From companionship, practical help, 
through to complex needs.

Work with us?
Become a valued employee, join a team that cares 
and make a difference to your community. Please 

email: heloise.slater@q1care.co.uk for more 
information. 

Home Care across West Berkshire & South Oxfordshire 
Email us: info@q1care.co.uk / heloise.slater@q1care.co.uk
Call us: 0118 932 3865 
Visit us: www.q1care.co.uk

• Vacuum Cleaners • Repairs • Bags & Accessories 
• Power Washers • Steam Cleaners • Carpet Cleaners

• Scrubber • Driers • Window Cleaning Poles • Sanders 

 2 St. Peter’s Place, St. Peter’s Street Wallingford, OX10 0BGTelephone: 
01491 825600 • email: info@machinesthatclean.com 

www.machinesthatclean.com

     @cleanmachineltd                   @CleanMachineLtd

Prinect Color Editor: 
Page is color controlled with Prinect Color Editor:  3.0.70Copyright 2005 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comTo view actual document colors and color spaces,please contact your local Heidelberg office in order to get a freePrinect Color Editor (Viewer) plug-in.Applied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): Offset SWOP U370 K95 GCR50.iccRGB Image:Profile: ECI_RGB.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: RGB2CMYK.iccRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yesTurn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: noCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: yesGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yesRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: yesApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: noTurn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesCMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not setCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yesDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: no



Shaun Guard
TV
& WIFI 
SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception 

solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish 

installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to 

your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

Call Wallingford 
01491 833282

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Learn about LPAs for just £35.  
Contact me and I will help you.  Val Wolsey

H E L P - P E N - H A N D

 
01491 836820  |  HelpPenHand@gmail.com 

Have you a Lasting 
Power of Attorney? 
It’s not just for those getting older,  
anyone can have a stroke, accident, 
dementia... and lose mental capacity 

Who will speak for you?

Dr. A. Ratti BDS (Hons) Kings College London
New patients welcome

Affordable quality private dental service from a caring team
Maintenance plan available

Call for more information
01491 825252

www.stmarysdental.co.uk

Don’t forget:
Tell them you saw
their advert here!

Our fabulous advertisers make your 
magazine possible – please use them

Tuesday 7th - Saturday 11th March 2023
at 7.45pm

Crescendo Music in association with The Sinodun Players
Proudly Presents

At the Corn Exchange, Wallingford. 

CHESS
T H E  M U S I C A L

Box Office 01494 825000
Book online: www.cornexchange.org.uk

BENNY ANDERSSON TIM RICE BJORN ULVAEUS
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Discover Benson House Care Home
Whether you enjoy afternoon tea with family, getting creative with arts & crafts 
or pulling up a chair with a favourite novel, there’s something for everyone. 
Plus you’ll have the added reassurance of help when you need it.

You’ll be in  
good company at 
Benson House 

Scan to find 
out more

Freephone Online

0808 223 5401 caringhomes.org
Churchfield Lane, Benson, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 6SH

CHG3258 Benson House Window on Wallingford A4 Advert.indd   1CHG3258 Benson House Window on Wallingford A4 Advert.indd   1 05/12/2022   09:27:3505/12/2022   09:27:35
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WHAT’S ON 
AT THE CORN EXCHANGE, WALLINGFORD

C I N E M A
Tickets £10 for Adults and £5 for under 15s unless otherwise stated.

  Sunday, 29th January, 7:30pm   Fanny and Alexander (15) 
  Tuesday, 31st January, 7:30pm   I Wanna Dance with Somebody (12A)
  Wednesday, 1st February, 2:30pm   I Wanna Dance with Somebody (12A)
  Wednesday, 1st February, 7:30pm   I Wanna Dance with Somebody (12A)
  Friday, 3rd February, 7:30pm   Death of a Hollow Man (12A)*
  Saturday, 4th February, 2:30pm   Avatar, The Way of Water (12A)
  Saturday, 4th February, 7:30pm   Avatar, The Way of Water (12A)
  Sunday, 5th February, 7:30pm   A Man called Otto (12A)
  Monday, 6th February, 7:30pm   A Man called Otto (12A)
  Tuesday, 7th February, 7:30pm   A Man called Otto (12A)
  Wednesday, 8th February, 2:30pm   A Man called Otto (12A)
  Wednesday, 8th February, 7:30pm   Enys Men (15)
  Friday, 10th February, 7:30pm   Empire of Light (15) 
  Saturday, 11th February, 7:30pm   Tar (15)
  Sunday, 12th February, 7:30pm   Empire of Light (15)
  Monday, 13th February, 7:30pm   Empire of Light (15)
  Tuesday, 14th February, 2:30pm   Tar (15)
  Tuesday, 14th February, 7:30pm   Tar (15)
  Friday, 17th February, 7:30pm   The Fablemans (12A)
  Saturday, 18th February, 7:30pm   The Fablemans (12A)
  Sunday, 19th February, 7:30pm   The Fablemans (12A)
  Monday. 20th February, 7:30pm   The Fablemans (12A)

* Special celebration of 25 years of Midsomer Murders with an episode filmed in the Corn Exchange in 1997. 
This is a Free Film courtesy of the President of the Sinodun Players, John Warburton

Wallingford Country Market
It’s Seville Orange Marmalade time at Wallingford Country 
Market, one of our bestselling preserves, which will be on sale 
from February along with all our other regular products.  

Country Markets, BAKE, CRAFT, GROW and orders can be placed 
for most items sold.  If you haven’t already done so, please come 
and visit us one Friday morning between 9.30 a.m. – 12 noon in 
St. Mary-le-More Church situated behind the Town Hall.  
You may be surprised at what you will find.
 
We are always looking for new producers to enhance the variety 
of what we have to offer.  If you have any of the above skills and 
would like to join our team we would love to hear from you.  
Bakers and Gardeners in particular would be much welcomed.

Please contact our Market Manager, Alison Broadbridge, (01491-681596) for further information, 
or pop into market one Friday morning and speak with her, or any of the producers.  

14WINDOW ON WALLINGFORD
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We urgently need more volunteer drivers - could you help? 
Could you start the New Year by becoming one of our volunteer drivers?

At present we are concentrating solely on medical appointments for clients who 
are unable to use public transport and don’t have access to personal transport. 
Most of our journeys are to Oxford, Reading and Wallingford Community Hospital 
and medical practice. For the past few months we have also been taking people to 
other hospitals in Oxfordshire and Berkshire because, in their efforts to catch up 
with the backlog of treatments, the NHS has started holding additional clinics in 
other medical facilities in both counties.

As a volunteer driver you will be asked to drive a client to their medical appointment, 
stay with them for the duration of their appointment and take them home. We don’t 
ask volunteers for a regular commitment and there will be no pressure to take on a 
particular drive. You will receive a mileage allowance for each journey.

If this appeals to you and you’d like to know more about our organisation and the work we do, please email to arrange a 
meeting wallingford.volunteer.drivers@gmail.com There is no obligation to take it further if you decide it’s not for you.

Do you need help?
If you have no access to personal or public transport we may be able to help. 

If you or someone you know needs to visit your local GP, dentist, podiatrist, optician or a medical facility 
out of Wallingford, do call on 01491 836345 and we will do our best to assist.

We are based in the Methodist Church and open Monday to Thursday 9.30am - 11.30 am  

We look forward to hearing from you

Sylvia Wear, Manager
www.wallingfordvolunteerdrivers.co.uk

Supported by Oxfordshire County Council

THAMESIDE(WALLINGFORD)

One of the key aims of the u3a movement is to provide opportunities for people to
socialise and make new friends. Our monthly coffee mornings are very popular and 
we had rather outgrown our previous venue. At the suggestion of a new(ish) member 
we moved the venue to the Methodist Church in St. Leonards Square on a trial basis. 
This has proved so successful and popular that we have now decided to make this a permanent move.

The new year has started with quite a number of people joining us, and benefiting from paying no subscription until our 
renewals in April. Despite recent inflation we are hopeful that we can keep this at the current amount for another year.

The annual “Celebration Lunch” was very successful and this year’s outings will commence with a visit to the tank museum at 
Bovington. Trips to Chelsea Hospital and Highclere Castle will follow this. During the past year our talks have covered a wide 
variety of subjects including history, wildlife, fashion and poisons. This year promises to be just as interesting and varied. Our 
talk on 15 Feb will be about the music of Gilbert and Sullivan and on the following month the wicked wit of Winston Churchill.

Monthly coffee mornings are held on the 1st Friday of the month from 10.30am to noon and are an opportunity for 
members to get together, and for potential members to find out about our activities. Our speaker meetings are on the 3rd 
Wednesday at St. Mary-Le-More church at 2pm.

To find out more about this u3a please visit our website at: www.wallingfordu3a.org  where you will find contact links.

15WINDOW ON WALLINGFORD
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WHAT’S ON!

Wallingford & District Art Club
Wallingford & District Art Club will be holding an AGM on Tuesday February 21st which will be followed by an illustrated 
talk by Robert Kidner on 'Art and the night', a talk that promises to be entertaining as well as informative.  So, although 

we have no live demo this month, this will still be an opportunithy to meet fellow art enthusiasts and maybe decide to 
join this friendly club.  Also, you may be interested in an upcoming Saturday workshop in March which will be on painting 

landscapes in oil or acrylic, tutored by guest artist Paul Oakley.  Numbers are limited, so for further information or to enquire 
about availability please contact admin@wallingfordartclub.org.uk .  Information on club activities for the coming year 

will also be available on our website at www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk 

Wallingford Photographic Club
Wallingford Photographic Club continues into 2023 with a mix of online and in-person meetings (the latter at Crowmarsh 
Pavilion).  Our inclusive club allows people of all ages and levels of experience to learn how to improve their photography 
through conversations with other members, presentations by visiting speakers, practical evenings and competitions. The 

club meets every Thursday at 7.30pm for an 8pm start (7.45pm start on competition evenings and online sessions).

In February Stephen Ball takes us on a virtual trip to Scotland in a Zoom only session (on 2nd).  On the 9th we enjoy a popu-
lar members’ evening entitled ‘you are the judge’ where we gather at the Pavilion to appraise a set of members’ images, and 
experience what it’s like to be a judge by critiquing and scoring them.  Then it’s our turn for real on the 16th where the sea-
sons’ themed competition takes place, with the topic for this year being “Action”.  On 23rd we’re online again to learn from

 J P Stones ‘Storytelling for photographers’; how to get narrative into our images. 

St Mary’s Church, Health Information Morning
…  Please reserve the morning  25 March 2023 in your diary to come to St Mary’s Church for the Health Information Morning 

involving many organisations, arranged by the Wallingford Patient Participation Group. More details next month.

Treehouse School 5k, 10k and Family Run - Sunday March 26th 2023
Looking for a challenge for 2023? Train for the Treehouse School 5k or 10k run, set in an around the village of Cholsey, Oxfordshire. 

The course is almost entirely off-road. The full 5k and 10k route are shown on the website. We use chip-timing, hand-made 
wooden medal and offer to plant a tree or to give a t-shirt to all pre-registered runners. 

Trophies are awarded to the first three male and female in the 10k, as well as the fastest male and female in the 5k. 
For more details or to book your place, or if you would like to volunteer, visit https://treehouse10k.org.uk/

Books and Pancakes at Wallingford Methodist Church 
Come and enjoy pancakes and grab some book bargains on Saturday February 25th.

The annual giant book sale takes place at Wallingford Methodist Church Centre from 10 am to 1 pm.

The freshly made pancakes will be served with various fillings. 
Gluten and dairy free options will be available at the centre in St Leonard’s Square. 

Warm space/lunches Methodist Church
A freshly cooked 2 course meal will be on offer at Wallingford Methodist Church on Tuesday 7th 

followed by the opportunity to chat, play games or do puzzles.

On subsequent Tuesdays in February hot drinks and soup will be available, for donations, for anyone wanting a warm place 
to enjoy games, puzzles and company between midday and 4 pm at A Place to Be, at the church in St Leonard’s Square.

Lunch on the 7th will be served from 12.30 pm for a small charge and diners are welcome from 10.30 am. 
For further details see wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk
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Benson Garden Club 

On Thursday 5th January, Benson Garden Club held its AGM, followed by a talk given by award winning garden designer Christine 
Gibbs. At the AGM, the Chair’s report provided an encouraging summary of how the club had managed to resume a full pro-
gramme of speaker events and garden visits following Covid restrictions being lifted. We also introduced some new initiatives in 
2022, including a seed swap and a “Flower of the Month” competition (both for members only).  

Christine’s talk was on “Gardening with the Environment in Mind”. This topic was a great start to the year, inspiring us to change 
our perspective on how we garden and, in a sustainable way, encourage wildlife into our gardens. Christine provided many 
suggestions which could have a positive impact. Creating lots of different habitats, recycling wherever possible, ensuring win-
ter refuges for wildlife and not wasting resources on buying plants ill-suited to your garden’s conditions were all suggestions to 
make our gardening both more sustainable and fulfilling.        

Our next talk on Thursday 2nd February will be by Charlotte Popescu on the topic “In Praise of Apples”. Charlotte is an experi-
enced gardener, writer (including author of “The Apple Cookbook”) and publisher. 

Then on Thursday 2nd March, Pip Smith will give a talk on “Nuts about Narcissus”. A landscape architect with over 13 years’ ex-
perience working as a professional horticulturist, Pip has held the post of Head Gardener at several private and public gardens, 
most recently at the highly acclaimed Wollerton Old Hall in Shropshire.

On 30th March, Michael Holland will give a talk from his “Tales From the Fruit Bowl”, titled “Saucy & Spicy” (focusing on the night-
shade family). Michael is a writer, lecturer and author with a 25-year career at the renowned Chelsea Physic Garden in London.
 
For all three talks our venue will be Benson parish hall. Doors open at 7.15pm for a 7.45pm start (£2 for members, £5 for visitors 
– just turn up on the door, no need to book). We will also have our “Flower of the Month” competition (for members only).

Further information about this thriving club, which has been running for over 25 years, and how to join as a member can be 
found on our website bensongardeningclub.weebly.com or please feel free to email bensongardeningclub@gmail.com 

Liz Harrison
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14 Market Place, Wallingford OX10 0AD

We supply traditional delicatessen styled goods, varying from 
speciality store cupboard ingredients all the way through to 

indulgent treats in local cheeses, locally brewed ales and perfect 
accompaniments to help create the perfect family kitchen.

18WINDOW ON WALLINGFORD

Manor Café at Howbery
Open: 9am-4pm, Mon-Fri

www.howberypark.com

Order online or at service counter | Outside and indoor seating areas 
Takeway service | Beautiful grounds | Ample parking

  Hot and cold drinks, homemade cakes: all day 
  Breakfast: 9.00am -10.30am 
  Paninis, baguettes and baps: 11.00am - 2.00pm 
  Hot and cold lunch options: 11.30am - 1.30pm
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Wallingford Wine of the Month – Château La Brande Bordeaux

Producer: Château La Brande  •  Grapes: Famille Todeschini •  Region:  Castillon, Bordeaux, France
SPECIAL OFFER! 

Exclusive Price: £14.99/bottle until the next issue. Just mention Window on Wallingford in store!

February is the shortest month: occasionally frozen, sometimes romantic, but crucially absolutely 
not Dry January. Not that I’d advocate dry January – drink less but better seems a much happier 
mantra! In any case, this is the 15th column I’ve written for Window on Wallingford and to my great 

Now, if you don’t know Bordeaux, there is a chance it comes with preconceptions: maybe 
expensive, possibly underwhelming and almost certainly complicated. There are good 
reasons for this – the region comes with a sense of exclusivity, yet it produces more wine 
than South Africa. Cabernet Sauvignon in particular needs expert handling and careful 
winemaking to avoid an excess of tannin and acid. 

Some of the wine produced is ultra-expensive, capable of ageing for decades, but increas-
ingly the most regarded are also the preserve of the very wealthy. Alongside these, there 
is the extraordinarily basic, whose principle selling point is the word Bordeaux on the 
label, with little else to love. However, Bordeaux is also the birthplace of Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Semillon and (probably) Sauvignon Blanc. Ignoring the extremes, the region 
produces a stellar range of white, red, rosé and sweet wines, and the great majority of 
them are reliable and very reasonably priced.

One such wine is the Château La Brande, a real highlight of the Grape Minds range, and a 
long-running favourite of mine. Situated in Castillon, just outside the prestigious Grand 
Crus of St Emilion, it’s a long, hilly clay vineyard, rolling south through trees towards the
Dordogne. The sunny aspect, cool soils and mineral-rich soils lend the juice a warm, 
low-intervention winemaking gives complexity and depth to the wine. 12 months in old French oak softens the tannin, 

-

holds such a special place in British hearts. Michael Jelley is the Director of Grape Minds Wallingford

Corinne & Mouse Welcome you. 

The Street, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Oxfordshire OX10 0RT

01491 837 373
www.redlionbrightwell.co.uk

FB: RedLionBrightwellcumSotwell

Advertise with us

Easily reach the local customer-base for your 
local business every month…

38 Sinodun Road, Wallingford Tel: 01491 837932

Fruit & Vegetables    Newspapers    Magazines
Beers & Wines    Mobile Top-up Vouchers

Plus the National Lottery

best value locally
Opening hours: 

Mon-Sat. 6.00am-8.00pm
Sunday 6.30am-1.00pm

SINODUN ROAD

WANTAGE ROAD
DIDCOT

STATION ROAD

ANDREW ROAD

GARAGE

St NICHO
LAS ROAD

WE ARE HERE
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STAY LOCAL   SUPPORT TRADERS   SAVE BUSINESSES

All Makes Servicing and MOT's
Parts & Accessories
Air Con Re-Gas
Courtesy Car
Batteries & Tyres
4 Wheel Laser Tracking

  SALES@WEPS.ORG.UK

    01491 827825    

UNIT I MOSES WINTER WAY

OPEN TO THE
TRADE & PUBLIC

Mallams
1788Thinking of 

selling your 
artwork? 

Enquiries: 01865 241 358 or max.fisher@mallams.co.uk
www.mallams.co.uk

Design & Modern Art Specialist Max Fisher,  
is available to give free confidential valuations on any 

piece(s) you are considering selling at auction.
Home Visits also available

www.cranfordhouse.net 

Excellence in Independent Education 
for Boys and Girls aged 3-18

Parent & Toddler

Book your place for a fun-filled morning: www.cranfordhouse.net

Come and join us Monday mornings 09:30am-10:30am

New 2023

STARTING

MON 23 JAN

Sessions

cranford_house_wow_192x53mm_FEB_AW.indd   1cranford_house_wow_192x53mm_FEB_AW.indd   1 14/01/2023   14:0314/01/2023   14:03

E. quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

HAVE TROUBLE
WITH YOUR TREES?
NEED SOME HELP? ASK THE EXPERTS

 • Tree removal • Tree pruning
 • Tree thinning • Tree felling
 • Stump grinding • Landscaping
 • Hedge trimming • Fencing

We are city & guilds nptc qualified and insured
you can feel safe dealing with us.

Call now to see how we can help Free no obligation quote

T. 07889 881 525
firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk
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